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in ‘u’%‘aL@ﬂfﬂ d, and & hooster pumping
station on Routs 32 in Montville that
md increase pressurs throughout

Se»ez“sn new control valves would
be buailt in Moniville and Groton,
and & pipeiine would e consiructed
under the Route 12 bridge between
Preston and Ledyard io allow each
{OWH SINETEENCY ACCESS (O the re-
glone supply

Tha Mohegan Tribe has been in-
strymenta] nmoving the vrolect for-
ward, Focard said The tribe has
agreed to make available $5.8 mildon
t{} fampstart the project, a sum that
id as towns raise funds
for tF individual sharas of the
comstruetion. in addition, Blmmons
recontly announced that §7 mitlion
sarmarked for the project was 1o
cluded in an sppropriations bill
passed by the U8, House of Hepre
seniatives,

L fiout the involvement of the
we wouldi't be here

foday,

Mohegan 1T ma; Chairman Mark
Hrown s2id the iribe authorized the
funding to allow the towns 1o pro-
ceed with necessary enginesring
studies and o begin securing per-
miis without worrying that the pro-
jeet's funding would dey up.

“This way that (financial) issus is
oif thets Brown said.

The tribe also stands to benefit
f‘ rom mproving waier a0cess neay
o, Brown
saidf shes a{iwu e supply will be
nacessary o continued commercial
development along Roule 32, The
town has operated under wateruse
restrictions in recent years.

“1's a huge win,” Brovs sald.

Siminons presented an oversized
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“1 want 1o point {m‘t that the check
iz not in the maill” Shmmons sald,
“ir's inhis hand.”

Fart while Sinumons has convinesd
the House of the project’s worth, the
appropristion still mmust be approved
iy the Senate, which ks not expected
tn take up is own appropriations bill
unti] next vear. Stmmons said men
bers of hisstafl ars in “dally con-
tact” with the office of Sen. Christe
pher Dodd, D-Conre, and that they
woild ask the staie delegation io
push £y the appropristion.

“The ball is in thelr court,” Sim-
mons sakl

Enginesring studies for the proj
ect w‘ﬂd he completad by February,
said Chris Clark, the operations
manager for the tribal ulility author-
ity who 1s directing the project. Per-
it requests and construction conld
hegin as early as spring 2004, Clark
said. The project will likely reguire
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iy Clurk, 8ohegan Public Utilities operations munager. fmm § ot the-areas where water lines w f);é/rl
er Interconnzciion Project o

by ;}5 wwed during the armouncerment of the Thames Bosin Reg ol
Muohegan Sun {

Cowvention {enter on Tuesdoy

10Wns, GE’{}TQEL meanwhile, wil

able 1o sell surplus water upriver fw
{he first :

Towns also will ba batler able fo
assist one ancther in the event of an
smpergency or atack on water sup-
plies, Booard said.

According to Clark, Montville will
he “the only customer in the early
stages,” since the town has the greal
est nead for moove water Bather than
denand on Mew London and Nor-
swich, the town would be able to pur-
chase surpius water directly from
Groten. Contraciual details, inchud-
ing how much the water would cost
and how different utility organiza-
tions would be paid, have yet (o be
worked oul, according to Clark.

Town officials now have 1o begin
rajeing fmds for their own shares of
the construction, Becard said, noting
that Waterford aﬂeadg has allocated
its share, 813 miltion.

Town leaders wers enthusiastic
abont the prospect of modernizing
the reglon’s infrastuchire.

: annot have economic growth
without water,” said Montville May-
or Howard R, Beetham Jr “Our fore-
fathers gave away waler to the south
and 1o the north, Now we're getting
it hack”

But Beotham said the project was
1ot vet a sure thing.

“Everyons here needs o get on the

phong 1o the . senators and
make sure this f%}mg moves throngh
e Senals,” he said.
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